Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



y 



oorrsiGHT, 191 1 

BT 
SWAlCI ABHEDANAKDA. 

Bntered at Statioiiers' HaJL All rishts res«rved. 



DEDICATED 

TO THB 

LOTUS FEET 

OF THE 

GREAT SAVIORS OF ALL NATIONS. 



''O Lord! As rivers rising from different 
mountains run crooked or straight toward one 
ocean, so all special religions, rising from 
various standpoints, run crooked or straight 
toward Thee — the Infinite Ocean of Existence, 
Intelligence^ Bliss and Love/' 



Preface 

the stories connected with their lives and 
miraculous deeds are similar to those of Jesus 
the Christ. Furthermore, it has been my ob- 
ject to show that the universal religion of 
Vedanta embraces the teachings of all the 
Saviors of the world and that it establishes 
harmony among all sectarian religions. 

May the reader outgrow the narrow limita- 
tions of his creeds, doctrines and dogmas and 
see through the light of Vedanta the grandeur 
of the "Unity of Godhead under variety of 
names and forms/' and reach the ultimate 
goal of Absolute Oneness with Brahman, the 
Infinite Spirit. This is the earnest prayer of 

The Author. 

VxDtAfrrA AsHaAK A, 
West Cornwall, CotiiL, Aug. i8L 1911. 
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Great Saviors op the W(»ld 

na at the close of the present cycle and realizes 
that whosoever worships Him attains to sal- 
vation and eternal happiness. Krishna Him- 
self promised this in the Bhagavad Gita: 
''Giving up all the formalities of religion, 
come unto ME, follow ME, take refuge with 
ME. I shall make diee free from sins and 
shall give thee Eternal Life; grieve not" 
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GtEAT Saviors of the World 

of love? From the material world into the 
world of the Spirit? From the decaying 
world into the undecaying one? How long 
did thy suffering last?' 

"35. Angra Mainyu, the lying one, said: 
'Ask him not what thou askest him, who has 
just gone the dreary way, full of fear and 
distress, where the body and the soul part 
from one another. 

"36. Tet him eat of the food brought unto 
him, of poison and poisonous stench; this is 
the food, after he has perished, for the youth 
of evil thoughts, evil words, evil deeds, evil 
religion after he has perished; this is the 
food for the fiendish woman, rich in evil 
thoughts, evil words, and evil deeds, evil 
religion, ill-principled, and disobedient to her 
husband/ " 

In the Avestic writings, we find much 
similarity to the Vedic pantheon of the 
Hindus. For instance, Ahura Mazda is no 
other than Asura Varuna of the monotheistic 
Vedic worshipers of ancient India. Varuna 
was the Ouranus of the Greeks. In the same 
manner it can be shown that the Zoroastrian 
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We praise all the things that are pure, 
For these are His only Creation; 

The thoughts that are true, and the words 
And deeds that have won approbation; 

These are supported by Him 
And for these we make adoration. 

Hear us, O Mazda I Thou livest 
In truth and in heavenly gladness; 

Qeanse us from falsehood, and keep us 
From evil and bondage to badness; 

Pour out the light and the joy of Thy life 
On our darkness and sadness. 



Shine on our gardens and fields. 

Shine on our working and weaving; 
Shine on the whole race of man, 

Believing and unbelieving; 
Shine on us now through the night, 

Shine on us now in Thy might. 
The flame of our holy love 

And the song of our worship receiving. 
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The principal tenets of Zoroastrianism are 
summarized in the Catechism Mazdashna of 
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Great Saviors of the World 

to wish good to others, to have a clear heart, 
to acquire learning, to speak the truth, to sup- 
press anger, to be patient and contented, to be 
friendly, to feel shame, to pay due respect to 
the old and young, to be pious, to respect our 
parents and teachers ; all these are the friends 
of the good man and enemies of bad men/' 

Such are the teachings of Zoroaster, the 
great Prophet and Savior of Iran. 
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Lao-Tze and His Teachings 

There are three religions in China: — 
Confucianism, Taoism^ and Buddhism; or in 
other words, we may say that the religion of 
China inculcates the tenets of Confucianism, 
Taoism, and Buddhism. For nearly two thou- 
sand years these three have existed in perfect 
harmony, moulding the social, political, moral 
and religious ideals of nearly four hundred 
millions of people. Confucianism and Taoism 
are religions indigenous to the country, while 
Buddhism was introduced from India in the 
year 65 A. D. The founders of the former 
were Confucius and Lao-Tze, both of whom 
lived at the same time in the Sixth Century 
B. C. It IS very remarkable to notice how the 
tremendous tidal wave of spirituality inun- 
dated the Asiatic Continent, revealing four 
great shining stars, the perfected souls on the 
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Great Savioss of the World 

understand the Philosophy of Lao-Tze more 
easily than the majority of European schol- 
ars who do not know Vedanta. Tao is prior 
to God. Lao-Tze says: "I do not know 
whose son it is. It might appear to have 
been before God."* 

"I do not know its name, and I give it the 
designation of the Tao (the Way or Course). 
Making an effort (further) to give it a name 
I call it The Great. 

"Great, it passes on (in constant flow). 
Passing on, it becomes remote. Having be- 
come remote, it returns. Therefore The Tao 
is great; Heaven is great; Earth is great; 
and the (sage) king is also great. In the 
Universe there are four that are great, and 
the (sage) king is one of them. 

"Man takes his law from the Earth; the 
Earth takes its law from Heaven; Heaven 
takes its law from the Tao. The law of the 
Tao is its being what it is."t 

"The Tao that can be trodden is not the 
enduring and unchanging Tao. The name 

*Tao-Tch-King, Ch. IV, Verse 3. 
tTao-Teh-King, Ch. XXV, Veraes 2, 3, 4. 
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Lao-Tzb and His Teachings 

exit from it awakened no resistance. Com- 
posedly they went and came. They did not 
forget what their beginning had been, and 
they did not inquire into what their end 
would be. They accepted (their life) and re- 
joiced in it; they forgot (all fear of death) 
and returned (to their state before life). Thus 
there was in them what is called the want of 
any mind to resist the Tao, and of all attempts 
by means of the Human to assist the Heav- 
enly. Such were they who are called the 
True men."* 

When love and enmity, profit and loss, 
favor and disgrace do not affect the sage — 
he becomes world-honored. Docs this not 
remind us of the sage described in the 
Bhagavad Gita by Krishna, in 1400 B. C? 

Lao-Tze, like Krishna, spoke of non-attach- 
ment to the works of the Senses. 

"The way of the Tao," says Lao-Tze, "is 
to act without thinking of acting; to conduct 
affairs without feeling the trouble of them; 



*Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XXXIX, pp. 237- 

33a 
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the greatest confusion. If you» Sir^ would 
cause men not to lose their natural simplidfy. 
and if you would also imitate the wind in its 
(unconstrained) movements, and stand forth 
in all the natural attributes belonging to you I 
^""why must you use so much energy, and 
carry a great drum to seek for the son whom 
you have lost? The snow goose does not 
bathe every day to make itself white, nor the 
crow blacken itself every day to make itself 
black. The natural simplicity of their black 
and white does not afford any ground for 
controversy; and the fame and praise which 
men like to contemplate do not make them 
greater than they naturally are. When the 
springs (supplying the pools) are dried up, 
the fishes huddle together on the dry land. 
Than that they should moisten one another 
there by their gasping, and keep one another 
wet by their milt, it would be better for them 
to forget one another in the rivers and 
lakes/ "* 

Confucius taught the Golden Rule for the 
first time in China in the Sixth Century B. C, 

♦Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XXXIX, p. 357. 
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LaoTze and His Teachings 

their breasts and their nails have grown so 
long that they curl around their necks. Some 
of them are over three hundred years old, 
according to the Taoists of China. 

Chwang-Tze, the renowned follower of 
Lao-Tze, was a great sage. He realized Tao, 
and interpreted the Master's ideas in his lucid 
and elegant style. He considered the world 
as a dream. He says: "How do I know that 
the love of life is not a delusion? And that 
the dislikes of death is not like a young per- 
son's losing his way, and not knowing that 
he is (really) going home? . . . Those 
who dream of (the pleasures of) drinking, 
may in the morning wail and weep ; those wbo 
dream of wailing and weeping may in the 
morning be going out to hunt. When they 
were dreaming they did not know it was a 
dream; . . . but when they awoke they 
knew that it was a dream. And there is a 
great awaking, after which we shall know 
that this life was a great dream."* 



*Sacred Books of the East, Vol XXXIX, pp. 
194-195. 
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LAo-TzE AND His Teachings 

tion of Tao through sclf-conqucst is the at- 
tainment of Salvation. 

"The Heaven-honored One says: 'Sincerity 
is the first step towards (the knowledge of) 
the Tao; it is by silence that that knowledge 
is maintained; it is with gentleness that (the 
Tao) is employed. The employment of sin- 
cerity looks like stupidity ; the employment of 
silence looks like difficulty of utterance; the 
employment of gentleness looks like want of 
ability. But having attained to this, you 
may forget all bodily form; you may forget 
your personality ; you may forget that you are 
forgetting. He who has taken the first steps 
towards (the knowledge of) the Tao knows 
where to stop; he who maintains the Tao in 
himself knows how to be diligently vigilant; 
he who employs It knows what is most subtle. 

" *When one knows what is most subtle, the 
light of intelligence grows (around him) ; 
when he can know how to be diligently 
vigilant, his sage wisdom becomes complete; 
when he knows where to stop, he is grandly 
composed and restful. 

"When he is grandly composed and rest- 
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Great Saviors of the World 

ful, his sage wisdom becomes complete ; when 
his sage wisdom becomes complete, the light 
of intelligence grows (around him) ; when 
the light of intelligence grows around him, 
he is one with the Tao. 

" This is the condition which is styled the 
True Forgetfulness ; — ^a forgetting which 
does not forget ; a forgetting of what cannot 
be forgotten. 

" 'That which cannot be forgotten is the 
True Tao. The Tao is in heaven and earth, 
but heaven and earth are not conscious of It. 
Whether It seem to have feelings or to be 
without them, It is (always) one and the 
same.' "* 

♦Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XL, pp. 266-267. 
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